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The USPS began  tes t ing  “Sl im J im”
c a t a l o g s  i n  h o p e s  o f  s o l i d i f y i n g  t h e
ma i l i ng  s t anda rds  a s soc i a t ed  w i th  t h i s
s ize  of  media .   “S l im J im” ca ta logs  have
become an  immedia te  p r io r i ty  fo r  the
USPS.   The  s ign i f i can t  pos t a l  r a t e
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T h e  t r u c k i n g  i n d u s t r y  c o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  m a j o r  c h a n g e s  a s  t h e  H o u r s  o f
Se rv ice  r egu la t ions  (HOS)  have  aga in  come  unde r  ma jo r  s c ru t iny.   The  top ic  has
b e e n  a  h o t b e d  o f  c o n t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  l o g i s t i c s  i n d u s t r y  a s  p r i n t  c u s t o m e r s  c o u l d
po ten t i a l l y  no t  on ly  be  a f f ec t ed  by  l e s s  da i l y  t r ave l  t ime  fo r  t he i r  p roduc t ,  bu t
cou ld  a l so  become  a  v i c t im  o f  t r ans fe r r ed  cos t s  t o  he lp  r e t r a in  t he  t ruck  d r ive r s .

HOS Background
The  HOS regu la t ions  were  f i r s t  s e t  i n to  p l ace  in  t he  1930s  in  o rde r  t o  p rov ide
s t r u c t u r e  a n d  s a f e t y  t o  a  t r u c k  d r i v e r ’s  s c h e d u l e .   T h i s  s t r u c t u r e ,  w h i c h  s t a y e d
n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l  f o r  s e v e n t y  y e a r s ,  h a s  b e e n  c h a n g e d  t h r e e  t i m e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  f o u r
y e a r s  c a u s i n g  s e v e r e  d i s r u p t i o n  t o  a n  a l r e a d y  t u r b u l e n t  i n d u s t r y.   T h e  l a s t
s ign i f ican t  HOS regula t ion  change  was  an  increase  in  the  maximum a l lowable
dr iv ing  t ime  fo r  one  day,  f rom 10  hours  to  11 .  However,  w i th  the  inc rease  in  poss ib le
d r iv ing  hou r s  a l so  came  the  manda to ry  34 -hour  r e s t a r t  p rov i s ion .  Th i s  r e s t a r t
p rov i s ion  r equ i re s  a l l  d r ive r s  to  t ake  a  fu l l  34 -hour,  o f f -du ty  b reak  be fo re  they  can
res t a r t  t he i r  workweek .  Th i s  p rov i s ion  ensu res  t ha t  a l l  d r ive r s  a r e  t ak ing  an
e longa ted  pe r iod  o f  t ime  fo r  appropr i a t e  l eve l s  o f  r e s t .   The  r ema inde r  o f  t he  co re
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Hours of  Service  Looming Issue for Truck Drivers
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i n c r e a s e s  h a v e  c a u s e d  m a n y  c a t a l o g e r s
to  cons ide r  swi t ch ing  the  fo rma t  o f
the i r  c a t a logs  t o  t he  sma l l e r  s i ze  o f  t he
“Sl im J im” in  order  to  take  fu l l
advan t age  o f  t he  ma i l i ng  d i s coun t s .

USPS Prepares  For Sl im Jims                May  2007

Quebecor World Logist ics  Now Offers  Two Catalog
Co-Mail  Pools  Per Week
Q u e b e c o r  Wo r l d  L o g i s t i c s ’ ( Q W L )  c a t a l o g  o f f l i n e  c o - m a i l  p r o g r a m  h a s  d r a s t i c a l l y
i n c r e a s e d  i t s  v o l u m e ,  f o r c i n g  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  s e c o n d  c a t a l o g  c o - m a i l  p o o l  e a c h  w e e k .   T h e
p r o g r a m  s t a r t e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  o f  2 0 0 6  a s  t h e  f i r s t  c a t a l o g  c o - m a i l  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y.   F o r  t h e
f i r s t  y e a r  a n d  a  h a l f  o f  s e r v i c e ,  Q W L  h a s  o f f e r e d  o n e  c o - m a i l  p o o l  p e r  w e e k  i n  o r d e r  t o
h e l p  o u r  c u s t o m e r s  a g g r e s s i v e l y  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  l o w e r  p o s t a g e  e x p e n s e s .  T h e  d e c i s i o n
t o  n o w  o f f e r  t w o  o f f l i n e  c a t a l o g  c o - m a i l  p o o l s  p e r  w e e k  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  h e l p  t o
a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  g r o w i n g  v o l u m e  o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s  b u t  w i l l  a l s o  g i v e  e a c h  p a r t i c i p a n t  a  n e w
l e v e l  o f  f l e x i b i l i t y  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  c a t a l o g  c o - m a i l i n g .   B y  d o u b l i n g  t h e  p o o l s  p e r
w e e k ,  Q W L  i s  a s s u r i n g  c u s t o m e r s  t h a t  e v e n  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  d e l a y  i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  p r o d u c t
w i l l  n o t  h a v e  t o  b e  p u l l e d  o u t  o f  c o - m a i l  i n  f e a r  o f  m i s s i n g  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  p o o l .
S p e c i f i c a l l y,  w i t h  a  c o - m a i l  p o o l  n o w  s t a r t i n g  o n  b o t h  Tu e s d a y  a n d  F r i d a y,  i f  a  p o o l  i s
m i s s e d  t h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  d e l a y  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  p o o l ,  h e l p i n g  t o  s o l i d i f y
c u s t o m e r s ’ o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  m u c h  n e e d e d  d i s c o u n t e d  p o s t a l  r a t e s .   M a x i m u m
f l e x i b i l i t y  h a s  a l w a y s  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  t h e  k e y  f e a t u r e  o f  c o - m a i l  a t  Q W L .
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Periodical  Appointment numbers
were required in FAST as of September
4 ,  2 0 0 7

As of  September  4 ,  2007,  a l l
Per iodica l  mai lers  are  now
r e q u i r e d  t o  h a v e  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t
number  loca ted  on  the  PS  Form
8125.   Per iodical  mai lers  that
a r r ive  wi thou t  an  appo in tmen t
number  wi l l  s t i l l  be  accep ted ;
however,  t hey  wi l l  be  accep ted
after  the  Per iod ica l  mai le rs  tha t
con ta in  an  appo in tmen t  number
within  the  PS Form 8125.

What  i s  FAST?
FAST i s  a  p rog ram tha t  was
d e v e l o p e d  t o  h a n d l e  b o t h  t h e
a l loca t ion  o f  a l l  sh ipment s  to
USPS fac i l i t i es  as  wel l  the
t r ack ing  o f  t he se  sh ipmen t s  v i a
the  s cann ing  o f  ma i l  con ta ine r s .

How can  a  ma i l e r  r eg i s t e r  t o
a p p o i n t  w i t h  FA S T ?
In  o rde r  to  t ake  fu l l  advan tage  o f
t h e  b e n e f i t s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e
FAST program,  mai lers  and
pub l i she r s  shou ld  f i r s t  ob t a in  a
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New 8125 And 8125-C Have Been Publ ished And Are Required For
Use  By November  1 ,  2007

Schedule r  ID by  reg is te r ing  for
FAST on  the  Pos ta lOne!  ®  webs i t e
found  a t  www.uspspos ta lone . com.
For  more  informat ion  on  the
reg i s t r a t i on  and  t r a in ing  p roces s ,
v i s i t  www.fas t .usps . com and
wi thout  logg ing  in  c l i ck  on
Resources ,  then  Refe rence
Documen t s  and  t hen  down load  t he
Pos ta lOne!  ®  Customer  Regis t ra t ion
Job  Aid .

How are  appo in tmen t s  made?
Appo in tmen t s  can  be  made  v i a  t he
FAST webs i te ,  www.fas t .usps .com.
The USPS wil l  require  per iodical
mai le rs  to  provide  de ta i led
appo in tmen t  r eques t s  t ha t  i nc lude
pa l l e t  and  p resor t  in fo rmat ion .   The
USPS fac i l i t ies  wi l l  use  th is  de ta i led
informat ion  to  more  accura te ly
schedu le  t he i r  dock  ope ra t i ons  and
mai l  p rocess ing .

How wi l l  QWL he lp  a  ma i l e r
t h r o u g h  t h i s  p r o c e s s ?
Al l  ma i l  t ha t  i s  de l ive red  th rough
the  QWL ne twork  wi l l  be  appo in ted
v ia  web  se rv i ce  messag ing  to  FAST.
QWL t h e n  s e n d s  FAST t h e  p a l l e t

compos i t i on  and  p r e so r t
in fo rmat ion  fo r  eve ry  pa l l e t  tha t  we
de l ive r  to  the  USPS.   Upon
rece iv ing  th i s  in format ion ,  FAST
wi l l  t hen  send  QWL and
appo in tmen t  number  fo r  each  load .
Th i s  appo in tmen t  number  i s  t hen
p laced  on  a l l  ou tgo ing  8125s .

What  i s  QWL’s  exper i ence  w i th
FAST?
Q u e b e c o r  Wo r l d  L o g i s t i c s  w a s  t h e
f i r s t  i n  t he  ma i l ing  indus t ry  to
pa r t i c ipa t e  in  the  web  se rv ice
m e s s a g i n g  s y s t e m  t h a t
communica tes  d i rec t ly  wi th  FAST.
Ani ta  Purs ley,  QWL’s  VP of  Pos ta l
Affa i r s ,  i s  t he  cha i r  o f  t he  MTAC
w o r k g r o u p  f o r  FAST and  ha s  been
the  l ead ing  fo rce  i n  he lp ing  to
deve lop  and  r e f i ne  appo in t i ng
wi th in  t he  FAST sys t em.   S ince  i t s
incep t ion ,  QWL has  worked  wi th
FAST t o  s e t  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  f o r
eve ry  pa l l e t  w i th in  eve ry  l oad  sen t
v ia  USPS.   Res t  a s su red  QWL takes
c a r e  o f  y o u r  a p p o i n t m e n t  n e e d s .
For  more  i n fo rma t ion  p l ease  ema i l
An i ta  Purs l ey,  V.P.  Pos ta l  A f fa i r s  a t
a n i t a . p u r s l e y @ q u e b e c o r w o r l d . c o m

The  Pos t a l  Se rv i ce™ has  r ev i sed
PS Form 8125,  Plant -Ver i f ied
D r o p  S h i p m e n t  ( P V D S )
Ve r i f i c a t i o n  a n d  C l e a r a n c e ,  a n d
PS Form 8125-C,  Plant-Veri f ied
Drop  Sh ip -men t  (PVDS)
C o n s o l i d a t e d  Ve r i f i c a t i o n  a n d
Clearance .  The  new fo rms  a re
da ted  Ju ly  2007.  The  form
changes  a r e  a s  fo l l ows :

-      Block  15  on  PS Form 8125 and
Block 16 on PS Form 8125-C now
requi re  the  SCF/ADC/BMC/ASF
des igna to r  and  ZIP  Code™ f rom
the  DMM labe l  l i s t  fo r  t he
mai l ing  presented .  On PS Form
8125 ,  the  ins t ruc t ions

-      On  bo th  fo rms ,  b lock  28  now
requi res  the  fac i l i ty  name,
a d d r e s s ,  c i t y,  s t a t e ,

       and  Z IP  +  4 ®  f o r  t he  en t ry  o f f i c e
a s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  D r o p  S h i p
p r o d u c t .  T h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r
b lock  28  p rov ide  an  In te rne t
sou rce  fo r  t he  Fac i l i t y  Acces s
and  Shipment  Track ing  (FAST™)
sys tem mai l  d i r ec t ion  sea rch  to
ob ta in  a  f ac i l i t y ’s  en t ry
information.

FAST – Faci l i ty  Access  and Shipment Tracking

Cont inued   on   page  5 . . .
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T h e  c o s t  o f  a  b a r r e l  o f  o i l  h a s
r i sen  to  r ecord -b reak ing  l eve l s
o v e r  t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  a n d
con t inues  to  d rama t i ca l ly  a f f ec t
t he  t r uck ing  i ndus t ry  w i th in  t he
Uni t ed  S ta t e s .   D iese l  fue l  and
g a s o l i n e  p r i c e s  h a v e  r a i s e d
accord ing ly,  r each ing  record
h i g h s  a l l  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y.
Crude  o i l  fu tu re s  r ecen t ly  c lo sed
a t  over  $83 .00  per  ba r re l ,  topp ing
the  p rev ious  record  of  $82 .00 .
C o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e s e  h i g h  p r i c e s
i s  the  commencement  o f  ano the r
hu r r i cane  s eason ,  wh ich
th rea tens  Gul f  Coas t  r e f ine r i e s
wi th  eve ry  approach ing  t rop ica l
s torm.   Hopeful ly,  pr ices  wi l l
beg in  to  a t  l eas t  t empora r i ly  f a l l
a s  OPEC has  ag reed  t o  r a i s e  i t s
o i l  p roduc t ion  by  500 ,000  bar re l s
pe r  day,  wh ich  shou ld  i nc rea se

the  ava i l ab i l i t y  o f  o i l  and  he lp  to
d rop  the  p r i ce .   Cur ren t ly,
however,  t he  p r i ce  o f  c rude  o i l  i s
up  more  than  $30.00  per  bar re l
f rom the  beg inn ing  o f  t h i s  yea r
w h e n  t h e  c o s t  w a s  h o v e r i n g
around $50.00 a  barre l .

Ul t imate ly,  the  increase  in
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  o i l  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e
l imi t ed  cos t  r educ t i ons  t o  t he
high  fue l  pr ices ,  which  wi l l
e v e n t u a l l y  t r a n s f e r  o n  t o
l o g i s t i c s  c u s t o m e r s  a r o u n d  t h e
coun t ry.   Cur ren t ly,  d i e se l  p r i ces
a re  a t  a  na t iona l  ave rage  o f  $2 .96
per  ga l lon .   The  U.S .  Depar tment
o f  E n e rg y ’s  w e b s i t e  s h o w s  t h i s
as  approx imate ly  25  cen t s  pe r
ga l lon  ove r  t he  p r i ce  fo r  t he  s ame
week  las t  year.   Gaso l ine ’s
n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  i s  j u s t  o v e r

 $2 .78  pe r  ga l lon ,  down 3  cen t s
pe r  ga l lon  f rom l a s t  week  bu t  up
a lmos t  30  cen t s  f rom the  same
week  las t  year.

T h e s e  e l e v a t e d  p r i c e s  c o n t i n u e
to  hu r t  t he  l og i s t i c s  ma rke t  a s
“Amer ican  Trucking
Assoc ia t ions ’  Ju ly  fo r -h i re  t ruck
tonnage  index  fe l l  3 .7% f rom the
same  mon th  a  yea r  ago”
(Tr a n s p o r t  Top i c s ) .   Quebeco r
Wo r l d  L o g i s t i c s  c o n t i n u e s  t o
c o m b a t  t h e s e  n e g a t i v e  a f f e c t s  o n
t h e  i n d u s t r y  i n  a t t e m p t s  t o
mi t iga t e  t he  bu rden  de l ive red  to
our  cus tomers .   By  o f fe r ing
add i t iona l  s e rv ices  l i ke  pos t a l
s a v i n g s ,  Q W L  d o e s  e v e r y t h i n g
p o s s i b l y  t o  m o v e  t h e  p r o d u c t  i n
the  mos t  e ff i c i en t  way.
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Diesel  Prices  Continue to  Affect  Logist ics

    Weekly  Cos t  o f  Diese l  Fue l  2002  to  2007
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r egu la t ions ,  a s  in s t a t ed  in  2003 ,
a re  as  fo l lows :  Dr ivers  a re
prohib i ted  f rom “dr iv ing  more
than  11  hours  in  a  row,  work ing
l o n g e r  t h a n  1 4  h o u r s  i n  a  s h i f t
and  d r iv ing  more  than  60  hour s
ove r  a  7 -day  pe r iod  o r  70  hou r s
ove r  an  8 -day  pe r iod , ”  s a id
Admin i s t r a to r  Sandbe rg  o f  t he
Federa l  Motor  Car r ie r  Safe ty
Adminis t ra t ion  (FMCSA).

Court Ruling
T h i s  p a s t  J u l y,  t h e  U n i t e d  St a t e s
Cour t  o f  Appea l s  o f  the  D .C .
Ci rcu i t  ru led  to  e l imina te  bo th  the
prev ious ly  ex tended  11-hour
p rov i s ion ,  r educ ing  i t  back  to  10 ,
a n d  t h e  3 4 - h o u r  r e s t a r t .   T h e s e
prov is ions  were  e l imina ted
b e c a u s e  “ a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t h r e e -
judge  pane l ,  the  FMCSA ‘ fa i l ed  to
g i v e  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e
me thodo logy  o f  t he  c r a sh - r i sk
m o d e l  t h e  a g e n c y  u s e d  t o  j u s t i f y
an increase  in  the  maximum
number  o f  da i ly  and  week ly  hour s
tha t  t r uck  d r ive r s  may  d r ive  and
work , ’ ”  r epor t ed  Inbound
Logis t i cs .

T h e  F M C S A  h o p e s  t o  k e e p  t h e
cu r r en t  r egu l a t i ons  i n  p l ace  a s
t h e y  b e l i e v e  t h e s e  r u l e s  g i v e
t ruck  d r ive r s  a  symbio t i c
re la t ionsh ip  be tween  d r iv ing  t ime
a n d  h e a l t h y  s l e e p  p a t t e r n s  t h a t
he lp s  t o  p romote  a  s a f e r  d r i v ing
a tmosphere .   The  Amer ican
Tr u c k i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( ATA )  h a s
a s k e d  t h e  c o u r t  f o r  a n  e i g h t -
month  s t ay,  which  would  a l low
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Hours  of  Serv ice  Cont inued . . .

 t he  FMCSA t ime  to  a t t empt  to
cor rec t  t he  p rob lems  recogn ized
b y  t h e  j u d g e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  a p p e a l s
s i t t i n g  a n d  p o s s i b l y  g e t  t h e  l a s t
ru l ing  r eve r sed .   The  Uni t ed
St a t e s  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  r e c e n t l y
g r a n t e d  t h e  ATA a  t h r e e - m o n t h
s t ay.   I f  t he  FMCSA fa i l s  t o  ge t
t h i s  d e c i s i o n  r e v e r s e d  t h e n  t h i s
t ime  wi l l  ac t  a s  a  t r ans i t iona l
per iod ,  a l lowing  fo r  the  t ruck ing
indus t ry  a s  a  who le  t o  r e t r a i n  f o r
t he  new  r egu l a t i ons .

Industry Viewpoints
M a n y  p r e f e r  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t
went  in to  e f fec t  in  2003,  fee l ing
tha t  t he  34 -hour  r e s t a r t  i s  exac t ly
wha t  t ruck  d r ive r s  need .   “Truck
dr ive r s  have  been  compla in ing
a b o u t  t h e  h o u r s - o f - s e r v i c e  l a w s
s i n c e  t h e y  w e r e  i n s t i t u t e d  i n  t h e
1930s .  They  compla ined  abou t
t h e  o l d  h o u r s ,  a n d  t h e y  c o m p l a i n
a b o u t  t h e  n e w  o n e s .  T h e  f a c t
r ema ins  t ha t ,  g iven  the
oppo r tun i t y,  t oo  many  d r i ve r s
a re  wi l l ing  to  d r ive  un t i l  they
drop  be fo re  pu l l i ng  ove r, ”  s a id
Bob Guyet te ,  a  Dr iver
Deve lopment  Coord ina to r  ou t  o f
Green  Bay,  WI  (Transpor t
Topics ) .   B i l l  Graves ,  Pres iden t
o f  t h e  ATA ,  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e
e l imina t ion  o f  these  two
p r o v i s i o n s  w o u l d  b e  a  h u g e
mis t ake  g iven  t he  f ac t  t ha t  t he
2006 fa ta l i t i es  involv ing  semis
were  a t  the  lowes t  l eve l  eve r,
down 4.7% from 2005,  which was
the  l a rge s t  one -yea r  d rop  i n
f o u r t e e n  y e a r s .

O the r s  o f f e r  an  oppos ing  v i ew.
“Rega rd ing  the  r ecen t  hou r s -o f -
se rv i ce  ru l i ng  in  t he  news  Ju ly
24 :  The  bo t tom l ine  i s  we  need  a
ru l e  whe re  t he  d r ive r  has  an
incen t ive  to  t ake  a  b reak  i f  he
fee l s  f a t i gued .  The  cu r ren t  ru l e
e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  d r i v e r  t o  k e e p
g o i n g  b e c a u s e  a  o n e -  t o  e i g h t -
hour  break wi l l  penal ize
him. . .The Federa l  Motor  Carr ier
Safe ty  Adminis t ra t ion  wi l l
de te rmine  when  dr ive rs  a re  t i r ed ,
r a the r  t han  t hemse lves?  In  my
o p i n i o n ,  t h i s  i s  a  v e r y  d a n g e r o u s
ru l ing ,”  sa id  John  Lampsa ,  a
Genera l  Manger  o f  Truckse rv  ou t
o f  Wa u k e s h a ,  W I  ( Tr a n s p o r t
Top ics ) .

HOS r egu l a t i ons  p rove  t o  be  a
c o n s t a n t  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  a l l  p a r t i e s
invo lved  pu l l ing  fo r  wha t  t hey
f e e l  t o  b e  t h e  c o r r e c t  a n d  s a f e s t
so lu t ion .   F rom a  log i s t i c s ’
s t a n d p o i n t ,  e v e r y  b u s i n e s s
n e e d s  t h e i r  p r o d u c t  d i s t r i b u t e d
in  a  t imely  and  e f f ic ien t  manner ;
howeve r,  unsa fe  Hour s  o f
Se rv i ce  r egu la t ions  cou ld
u l t ima te ly  r e su l t  i n  the i r  p roduc t
never  a r r iv ing  a t  a l l .   I f  the
Un i t ed  St a t e s  Cour t  o f  Appea l s
r u l i n g  h o l d s  u p ,   l o g i s t i c s
cus tomers  w i l l  no t  on ly  be
a f fec t ed  by  l e s s  da i ly  t r ave l  t ime
f o r  t r u c k e r s  b u t  c o u l d  a l s o
become a  v ic t im of  t rans fe r red
c o s t s  t o  h e l p  r e t r a i n  t h e  t r u c k
dr ive r s ,  t he  ope ra t iona l  c r ews
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d i s p a t c h  o f
t h e  d r i v e r s ,  a n d  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s
c h a r g e d  w i t h  u p h o l d i n g  t h e s e
regu la t ions .
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USPS Preparations
The  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  Pos t a l  Se rv i ce
i s  work ing  to  e l imina te  any
po ten t i a l  p rob lems  tha t  i t  may
incur  wi th  a  s ign i f i can t  inc rease
in  p roduc t ion  o f  t h i s  fo rm o f
med ia .   I f  t he  USPS does  no t
p rov ide  exac t  ma i l ing  s t andards
t o  c a t a l o g e r s  a n d  p r i n t
c o m p a n i e s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  g o o d
chance  t ha t  t he se  compan ie s  w i l l
manufac ture  “Sl im J ims”  tha t
may  no t  con fo rm to  the  co r r ec t
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .   I f  t h i s  h a p p e n s ,
de l i ve ry  ba r  code  so r t e r s  a r e
l ikely to  experience jamming
which  wi l l  s low d is t r ibu t ion
t imes dramatical ly.

Pre l iminary  runs  of  the  “Sl im
J ims”  a r e  p rov ing  t o  cause
compl ica t ions ;  i t  i s  unc lea r,
however,  exac t ly  why  these
compl ica t ions  a re  occur ing .
USPS Opera t ions  Spec ia l i s t ,
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Slim Jims Continued. . .

Bar ry  Wal sh ,  e l abo ra t ed ,  “ I t  i s
ha rd  to  t e l l  wh ich  f ac to r s  a r e
caus ing  p rob lems ,  whe the r  i t  i s  t ab
p o s i t i o n i n g ,  t a b  s t r e n g t h  o r
th ickness ,  fo r  example .”   (DM
News)

Current ly,  “Sl im Jims” are
cons ide r ed  t o  be  6 .125  i nches  by
11 .5  i nches  and  a r e  s a id  t o  be  a t
maximum size for  let ter-rate
p o s t a g e  i f  t h e y  a r e  t a b b e d  a n d
t h r e e  o u n c e s  o r  l e s s .   I f  t h e  s i z e  o f
the  ca t a log  exceeds  these  c r i t e r i a ,
i t  wi l l  no  longer  qua l i fy  fo r  the
d i s c o u n t e d  p o s t a g e  r a t e  f o r  t h i s
s i ze  med ia  and  wi l l  be  sub jec t  to
St anda rd  Ma i l  F l a t ’s  pos t age  r a t e s ,
which  a re  now s ign i f i can t ly  h igher.

The  USPS  i s  no t  h id ing  beh ind  t he
f ac t  t ha t  t he  s i z e  spec i f i c a t i ons
and  ra tes  fo r  the  “S l im J ims”  a re
s t i l l  ve ry  much  open  fo r  deba t e ,  a s
th i s  spec i f i c  med ia  mus t  be  ab le  to

e f f i c i en t l y  run  th rough  the  Pos t a l
Services’  DBCS machines  wi thout
s lowing  the  pace  o f  the  mai l .   Th i s
m e a n s  t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e
problems with  the  “Sl im J ims”
caus ing  j ams ,  the  spec i f i ca t ions
o f  t h i s  med ia  a re  sub jec t  t o
change  be fo re  a l l  i s  s a id  and
done .   Ul t imate ly,  a  change  in  the
t h i c k n e s s ,  t a b  s t r e n g t h  o r  a n y
o the r  phys i ca l  a t t r i bu t e  o f  t he
“Sl im J im” may have the  potent ia l
t o  c h a n g e  t h e  p o s t a g e  r a t e .   E a c h
spec i f i ca t ion  o f  th i s  media  i s
be ing  t e s t ed  ind iv idua l ly  t o
a s su re  t ha t  t he  co r r ec t  p rob lem i s
loca t ed  and  an  app rop r i a t e
so lu t i on  i s  dev i s ed .   Once  t he
“Sl im J im” speci f ica t ions  are  se t
in  s tone ,  i t  i s  expec ted  tha t  many
ca ta log  companies  wi l l  a t t empt  to
conform to  th i s  s ize  media  in
hopes  o f  ga in ing  add i t iona l
pos tage  pr ice  re l ie f .

M a i l e r s  w h o  c r e a t e  a n d  p r e s e n t
8 1 2 5 s  s h o u l d  a d j u s t  t h e i r  f o r m s  t o
r e f l e c t  t h e s e  c h a n g e s .   T h e s e
f o r m s  a r e  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e
U S P S  w e b s i t e :  G o  t o  u s p s . c o m .
C l i c k  o n  A l l  P r o d u c t s  &  S e r v i c e s ,
t h e n  F o r m s ,  t h e n  F i n d  a  F o r m ,  a n d
t h e n  P l a n t  Ve r i f i e d  D ro p
S h i p m e n t  ( P V D S )  f o r  S t a n d a r d
M a i l  F o r m s .   M a i l e r s  m a y  u s e
t h e s e  r e v i s e d  f o r m s  i m m e - d i a t e l y.
B e f o r e  N o v e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 0 7 ,  m a i l e r s
m a y  c o n t i n u e  t o  u s e  t h e  p r e v i o u s
e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  f o r m s .  S t a r t i n g
N o v e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 0 7 ,  m a i l e r s  m u s t
u s e  t h e  r e v i s e d  f o r m s  w h e n
p r e s e n t i n g  d r o p  s h i p m e n t s .
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  Canadian  Pos tage
Rates

  8 1 2 5  Cont inued . . .

Q W L  c u s t o m e r s  s h i p p i n g  t o
C a n a d a  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s
c o n t i n u e  b e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e
w e a k e n i n g  U . S .  D o l l a r.   T h e
U . S .  D o l l a r ,  w h i c h  w a s
r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g  i n  c o m p a r i s o n
t o  t h e  C a n a d i a n  D o l l a r  o n e  y e a r
ago ,  i s  now exchang ing  a t
1 . 0 0 0 4 ,  w h i c h  i s  a  n e a r l y  e v e n
m o n e t a r y  e x c h a n g e  b e t w e e n
t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s .   D o m e s t i c
c o m p a n i e s  t h a t  a c t i v e l y  s h i p  t o
C a n a d a  w i l l  b e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e
weaken ing  exhcange  r a t e s  a s
t h e y  p r e v i o u s l y  r e c e i v e d
f a v o r a b l e  p o s t a g e  r a t e s  w h e n
t h e  U . S .  D o l l a r  w a s  s t r o n g e r
t h a n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  D o l l a r.
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A  n e w  s o l u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  p r o p o s e d
i n  h o p e s  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e
e f f i c i ency  in  c ross -borde r
de l ive r i e s  be tween  the  Un i t ed
S ta t e s  and  Mex ico ,  even tua l ly
a l lowing for  more  ef f ic ient
l o g i s t i c s  o p e r a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e
t w o  c o u n t r i e s .   T h i s  p r o c e s s  h a s
b e e n  p l a g u e d  b y  p o l i t i c a l  r e d  t a p e
f o r  d e c a d e s ,  w i t h  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s
f o r b i d d i n g  t h e  a c c e s s  o f  f r e i g h t
de l i ve ry  i n  t o  t he  o the r  coun t ry.
The  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  t ruck ing
indus t ry  came  to  an  ag reemen t
wi th  the  Mexican  government  to
beg in  a l lowing  c ros s -bo rde r
de l i ve r i e s .   I f  succes s fu l ,  t h i s
borde r  ag reemen t  wou ld  he lp  to
s ign i f i can t ly  shor t en  de l ive ry
t imes  fo r  U .S .  sh ipmen t s  c ross ing
in to  Mex ican  bo rde r s  and  v i ce
v e r s a .

The  U.S .  Depar tment  o f
Transpo r t a t i on  and  i t s  Fede ra l
Motor  Car r ie r  Safe ty
Adminis t ra t ion  (FMCSA) d iv i s ion
worked  wi th  the  Mexican
gove rnmen t  t o  he lp  f i nd  an
a c c e p t a b l e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s
p rob lem.   A l though  sh ipp ing

c u s t o m e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  b o t h
c o u n t r i e s  a r e  p l e a s e d  t h a t  t h e y
cou ld  po t en t i a l l y  s ee  i nc r ea sed
ef f ic iency  in  the i r  U.S .  to  Mexico
d i s t r i bu t ion  p ipe l ine ,  no t  eve ryone
w a s  a s  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  n e w
program.   Recent ly,  the  Owner-
Opera to r  Independen t  Dr ive r ’s
Assoc ia t ion  (OOIDA)  f i l ed  a  su i t
a t t emp t ing  t o  s t op  Mex ican  t rucks
f rom opera t ing  fu l ly  wi th in  the
U n i t e d  St a t e s .  Tr a n s p o r t  To p i c s
repor t s :  “OOIDA sa id  i t  f i l ed  i t s
p e t i t i o n  o n  t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  D O T ’s
Federa l  Motor  Car r ie r  Safe ty
Admin i s t r a t ion  ’has  no t  fo l lowed
Congre s s iona l  d i r ec t i ve s  t o
implement  i t s  Mexican  t ruck
in i t i a t i ves  a s  a  p i lo t  p rog ram and
h a s  i g n o r e d  i m p o r t a n t  s u b s t a n t i v e
and  p rocedu ra l  r i gh t s  o f
p ro fe s s iona l  t r uck  d r ive r s  i n  t h i s
coun t ry. ’ ”

I t  looks  l ike  the  OOIDA jus t  may
ge t  i t s  w i sh  a s  Mex ican  t ruck ing
compan ies  a re  cu r ren t ly  ha l t ed
whi le  U.S .  t rucking  companies  a re
s t i l l  runn ing  wi th in  Mexico .   The
cause  o f  t h i s  de l ay  was  t he  74 -24
v o t e  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s '  S e n a t e
to  ban  the  newly  a l lowed  Mexican
t rucks  f rom t rave l ing  on  U.S .  so i l .
The  FMCSA has  s ince  o f f e red  to
deve lop  a  s a t e l l i t e  t r ack ing  sys t em
tha t  wou ld  moni to r  bo th  Amer ican
and  Mexican  t rucks  wi th in  the
o t h e r s  b o r d e r s .   I t  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n
dec ided  i f  the  U.S .  Sena te  wi l l
a c c e p t  t h i s  a s  a n  v i a b l e  s o l u t i o n .

I f  t h i s  new p rogram can  f ind  a  way
t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  r u n  a n d  p r o v e s  t o  b e
succes s fu l ,  add i t i ona l  t r uck ing
compan ie s  w i l l  be  added  t o  bo th
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coun t r i e s  i n  t he  t empora ry
a r r a n g e m e n t ,  a s  l o n g  a s  e a c h
c o m p a n y  p a s s e s  a  t h o r o u g h
FMCSA veh ic le  and  d r ive r  sa fe ty
inspec t ion .  No  more  than  100
Mexican-based  t ruck ing
companies  wi l l  be  a l lowed in
ent i re ty,  i f  a l lowed a t  a l l .

FMCSA Admin.  John Hil l ,
exp la ined  the  bene f i t s  o f  t h i s
a r r angemen t  t o  sh ipp ing
c u s t o m e r s  i f  i t  g o e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o
p lan ,  “ ’ I f  success fu l ,  t h i s  w i l l  pu t
a n  e n d  t o  t h e  t h r e e - s t e p  p r o c e s s  o f
mov ing  f r e igh t  ac ros s  t he  bo rde r.
I t  wi l l  mean  less  t ra f f ic  and  more
oppor tun i t i e s  fo r  t r ade ,”  sa id  Hi l l
in  unve i l ing  the  commencement  o f
t h e  o n e - y e a r  t e s t .   “ ’ T h i s  l o n g -
awai ted  p ro jec t  wi l l  p ro tec t  pub l ic
s a f e t y  o n  Amer i can  h ighways  a s
we  work  to . . .he lp  our  economy’”
(Tr a n s p o r t  To p i c s ) .   T h i s  b o r d e r
a r r a n g e m e n t  i s  a  p r o g r e s s i v e  s t e p
towards  s impl i fy ing  the  Nor th
Amer ican  d i s t r ibu t ion  channe l s ,
and  i f  i t  i s  a l l owed  to  ope ra t e  i t
c o u l d  p r o v e  t o  b e  a  g r e a t  b e n e f i t
t o  l o g i s t i c s '  c u s t o m e r s  s h i p p i n g  t o
Mexico.

New Border Arrangements Offer More Efficient Distribution


